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Project Background
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Objective

 We are interested in what the 
altmetric can do for the scholarly book 
author who wants his or her work to 
be read and valued widely.
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Goodreads
• “The world’s largest site for readers and book recommendations" 

(Goodreads, 2013). 
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Goodreads
• Most people associate Goodreads with fiction

• As an interactive platform it runs akin to ancient 
days when citizens attending the Athens theatre 
were encouraged to discuss and judge which 
author had produced the best drama (Habib, 
2005). 
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Subject Area:  History
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General Research Questions

To what extent do scholarly 
monographs that have been well-cited 
in journal articles appeal to the lay 
public and achieve reader ratings on 
Goodreads?  
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General Research Questions

What are some additional underlying 
factors contributing to the appreciation 
(or critique) of scholarly books on 
Goodreads?   

 is the subject matter important or the 
publisher who produced the work?   

 is the book present in many international 
libraries?
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General Research Questions

Why are some academics better than 
others at attracting recognition (i.e., 
by citation) from members of their 
own academic society as well as 
readers and reviewers from the wider 
public? 
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Why does History Matter?

• Explanations range from rationalistic 
or utilitarian to philosophical and 
psychological...

• History helps us to better shape our 
present…

• History can spark controversies about 
dealing with painful past episodes…
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Why does History Matter?

• It can stimulate collective reflection 
and public debate

• Connect present to past; satisfying 
emotional, existential, and aesthetic 
needs 
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Publishing History

A ‘public history’ or history that matters 
requires cooperation between 
academics and publishers, but there 
has been some tension in this regard.

The inherent tension is rooted in the 
economic logic of publishing and the 
expectations that university faculties 
place on scholars. 
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Research Framework:  
Donovans (2008) three-phased 
approach

1. Technometric phase (Academetric) 
– root term 'academy'; hence academy 
standards for historical analysis

2. Sociometric phase  (Altmetrics)

3. Case study 
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Identify Resources

A Journal Citation Index 
(i.e., Elsevier Scopus)

Bibliographic catalog of 
publisher records (i.e., 
WorldCat®)

Social System of Reviews 
& Reader Ratings 
(Goodreads)
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Objects-to-Data
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Bibliographic data matching

Cited books 
recorded in Scopus 
journals

• Title

• Date of publication

• Author

API developer key 
matches cited title 
to catalog title

• Book Title

• OCLC ID#

• ISBN#

• Publisher name

• Publisher location
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Parsing the Data: Database development
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Standardizing the Data
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Data Collection
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Group A
Higher Scopus citations (>4) with lower 
Goodreads reader ratings (<10)
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Data Collection
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Group B

Higher Scopus citations (>4) with higher 
Goodreads reader ratings (>9)
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Data Collection
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Group C

Lower Scopus citations (<5) with higher
Goodreads reader ratings (>9)
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Table 3:  Correlation measures for Group B, 
based on reader rating counts, written reviews 
and library holding counts in libraries not 
affiliated with the Association for Research 
Libraries (non-ARL). 
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Three Groups...

Figure 1:  Overlapping academic and social 
communication systems
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Figure 2.  Goodreads review rating counts for cited book 
titles based on publisher type 
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Figure 3. Median citation counts compared to reader 
rating counts for three main Dewey Decimal Classification 
Areas (University Presses; N= 1035)
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Figure 4. Median reader rating counts associated with 
specific DDC areas (University Presses; N= 1035) 
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1,549 
Ratings
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Figure 5. Median average star ratings and median number 
of reviews written for books published by top ranking 
university presses in history (N= 1035) 
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Fantastic study based 
on trial records of a 
sixteenth century 
Italian miller charged 
with heresy

The Cheese and the 
Worms is a ground 
breaking expose into 
the field of 
microhistory and 
remains a 
foundational work for 
historians today
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Research in Progress.... 

Thank you kindly for your 
attention!

Alesia Zuccala
University of Copenhagen
spl465@iva.ku.dk
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